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ABC N1GHLINI TEXT 
31 May 1963 

KOFFEL: host American.* have never bexrc of it. Even few< 

Suriname, a norlberr neighbor of Brazii wedged between Gu 
been attracting £ fair amount of international attention 1 
colonial backwater until 1975. Its government is flirtin; 

Nicaraguans and just a couple of months ago signed a trie: 
is only a tiny country with a population of fewer, than 40 1 
a little larger than Georgia, but in the current pclitica 
friend of Fioel Castro is viewed as part of a larger trou 
South America and the Caribbean, in that kind of climate, as .Carl Bernstein zounu out' 
in this exclusive report, the Reagan administration was ready to turn concern into 
action. " 


BERNSTEIN: President^ Reagan last year authorized the Central Intelligence Agency to 

undertake covert actions aime d at overt hrowing th e government of the tin;' South 
American stia t < 
such 


icar- stjste of Suriname. The rationale of the president and the ClA to justify 

Suria “ De ’* military leader, s former physical education instructor 


nanec nouterse, was leading his country toward the arms of Fidel Castro. That 

wai . ifcj: wiriler December . As required by law, Central Intelligence Agency Director 
Killian Casey went to Capitol Eiii to inform the House and Senate Intelligence 
Committees c: the inpending operatier., a multi-Tsiliicr cellar plan to create a 
ps-Tmisiti-ry rorte cr exiles from Suriname tc overpower the country's annv and topple 
Bouucrse. but according tc congressional sources, the adminislrali on ' s plan caused a 
fu:!-scale revolt o: both committees by Democrats and Republicans aJike. The threat 
lo hemispheric security, Cited by the President anc the ClA, simply did not exist, the 
& - e * 5ae ~ argued. evidence that Castro was manipulating the government am Suriname 

Lc 


or « military focthoid an the country was Virtually nonexistent, tbev tele 

Casey. Bouterse had praisec Castro., allowed the Cubans a we2j— staffed embassv in 


le more. Wrong, says Surinamese political 'comment a t cr Fred 


Suriname's capital but lit! 

harte, now an exiled leader of the Council tc Liberate Suriname. FRED bARTE: The 
Cubans have been visiting Suriname after Bouterse took over. They're advising 
Bouterse. They're advising the minister of culture and mobilisation how tc teach the 
Suriname people how tc make a revolution. They are advising, giving military advice 
to Bouterse. 


BERNSTEIN: American intelligence officials say they lacs, such specific inf creation. 

They were and are concerned about what eight happen. FEED IK it (under Secretary of 
Defense): We are deeply concerned that this would be an extension cf the Cubar.-styi e 
totalitarian regimes that is emerging in Suriname, that we can’t be sure wet. 

BEKhSiciN. Ki then a wees o« the CjlA director’s appearance before the House 
intelligence Committee, Chairman Edward Boland hac written the president that members 
were virtually unanimous in opposition to the ClA’s plans. The’ Senate committee also 
in. ormec the president of its vehement and united opposition. The administration had 
become totally paranoid about Castro, mesbers told- Casey, seeking confrontation with 
the Cubans at almost every turn in tbe Americas. Things had gone too far. After 
listening tc the objections of the House committee, Casey said the ClA would 
nevertheless go ahead with its plans. The iaw requires only that congressional 
mte^ i igence committees be informed cf covert actions. ihe committees hsve no power 
tc veto such operations, but when Casey ran into a solid wall cf opposition cn a 
Senate committee as well, he anc the White House reportedly began recons i oering . 
Several weeks later the congr es s i onal committees were informed by Casey that the plans 
for overthrowing the government in Suriname had been withdrawn, and members seem 
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